Madison Mennonite Church

Koinonia Worship
May 9, 2021

GATHERING
Greet one another and add names to the liturgy of those who would like to lead, read, or facilitate. Each blank
can be filled by a different person, and all ages are encouraged to participate in leadership! Help non-readers
with their lines. Everyone reads the “Many” parts, unmuted for groups reading virtually. Re-mute afterward.
Call to Worship: Leader ________________
Leader: Open our ears
Many:
to hear your word.
Leader: Open our eyes
Many:
to see your presence.
Leader: Open our arms
Many:
to the embrace of community.
Leader: Open our minds
Many:
to the beauty of truth.
Leader: Open our hearts
Many:
to the joy of new life.
Lighting our Candles: Leader ________________
Leader: Each week, we light a candle to symbolize Christ’s presence with us and the unity we have
with our beloved siblings at Madison Mennonite.
Light candles
Leader: Christ, our light, bless our fellowship with your Spirit’s presence. We remember other MMC
Koinonia Groups and pray that we are all united in love and peace. Amen.
HEARING the WORD: Reader ________________
Reader: A reading from 1 John 4:16-21.
We have come to know and to believe in the love God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God in them.
Love will come to perfection in us when we can face the day of judgement without fear-because our relation to the world is just like Christ’s.
There is no fear in love, for perfect love drives out fear.
To fear is to expect punishment, and anyone who is afraid is still imperfect in love.
We love because God first loved us. If you say you love God but hate your sister or brother, you are a
liar. For you cannot love God, whom you have not seen, if you hate your neighbor, whom you have
seen. If you love God, we should love our sisters and brothers as well; we have this commandment
from God.
Tactile engagement: Invite all ages, but children especially, to imagine what “perfect love” looks and feels
like. If you were to create a human sculpture that describes this, what would it look like? Can you use your
body to show your group your Perfect Love sculpture (like the image above)?

Guiding Reflection: Reader: ________________
Resilience--that which has kept us going these last 14 months--is an important topic. According to the
New Oxford American Dictionary, resilience is:
1. the capacity to overcome quickly from difficulties; toughness
2. the ability of a substance or object to spring back into shape; elasticity
Last Sunday, Pastor Valerie reflected on the text from John 15: 1-12, where Jesus teaches his disciples
and prepares them for the “tough times ahead”.
In John 15, “we have the image of Jesus as a grape vine planted in a garden tended by God. From the
vine’s steady stock, branches—the community of disciples—sprawl out along an arbor, intimately
tapped into the vine and yet distinct from it. The gardener putters around the vine...considering how to
keep the plant healthy and productive regardless if there’s perfect weather or if storms blow in.”
Thus, we are encouraged to “remain in the vine” in order to flourish. We demonstrate our commitment
to Jesus by loving one another. “In reaching out to love one another, the “branches” extend the vine
creating a bond strong enough to withstand tough times ahead.” This is a great picture of a resilient
plant.
We have tended the MMC “vine” in creative ways during this pandemic. Worship practices have
adapted through meeting on Zoom and in Koinonia Groups. Committee work and other programming
continued as members were able to find new ways of connecting for the life of the church, but also in
finding engaging activities, some of which we may want to continue.
As we now make our way forward as a fellowship, we will need to “root ourselves in God’s love as we
prepare for complex conversations and discernment with one another.” Knowing we may have differing
expectations following this period of doing church in a new way, remaining connected to God’s love will
keep us all connected and moving together.
And so, in this transitional time, we are wise to remember what gave us resilience in the past. What
about our identity as MMC has and continues to promote a healthy vine?
We have learned that we have a strong commitment to each other: we have continued to meet
together for worship, in committees, and in our mission of being Jesus-followers. We have learned that
we can model church life in ways not defined by gathering in a building. Our ability to remain resilient
will be tested as we move into the next phase, yet we can confidently move into this next stage of
growth with renewed energy and commitment. We can remember how during the “wilderness” of the
pandemic the church offered us sustenance. Now we anticipate the potential growth and flourishing of
the vine as we move into a new season of “life in the vineyard”.
Questions for Group Reflection: Facilitator ________________
At its best, worship enables us to strengthen the connections we have to our faith community, to Creation,
and to the Divine. Use this time to reflect together, using some or all of the questions below, or spend time
in silence, or draft your own questions if that is best for your group today.
1.
Reflecting on the last year at MMC, what fruits have developed and what vulnerabilities
have we discovered? How might we bring this awareness into our next phase?
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2.
3.
4.

Has our vision for a more peaceful and just society shifted at MMC over the last year? How?
What are your hopes and dreams for MMC’s next phase? (Begin by asking the youngest
members of your group this question, rephrasing as necessary to draw them in.)
What does it mean for you to “root yourself in God’s love” in the midst of tough times? How
do you want to show that love to others in the coming weeks?

At the closing of this time of sharing, either sing together VT 715 Longing for Light (audio and lyrics linked
here) OR have a reader speak the first verse of the song as a prayer. Reader ________________
Reader:

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. // Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people. // Light for the world to see.
Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church, gathered today.
(All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #734811-A, valid 5/4/2021-5/3/2022.)

RESPONDING in PRAYER and FELLOWSHIP
Sharing Joys and Concerns: Leader ________________
The Leader invites each person (children included!) to share any joys or concerns they bring to the group.
Remind your group that if anyone does not wish to share, they may simply say “pass.” After all, including
the Leader, have been invited to share, and if no one has something to add after a first round, join in a spirit
of prayer (below).
Level 1B adaptation: If the group is 15 people or larger, invite people to type their name in the chat if
they would like to share, as we do on All-Church Sundays. Call on people in that order. If the group is
smaller than 15 people, follow the instructions above.
Praying Together
Leader: Holy God, we offer these prayers to you this day, trusting in your faithfulness.
We pray for ourselves, for our loved ones near and far. (a moment for silent prayer)
We pray for our community, our nation, and our world. (a moment for silent prayer)
Loving God,
Many:
hear our prayers. Amen.
Sharing the Peace of Christ: Leader ________________
One:
May the peace of Christ be with you.
Many:
And also with you.
Continued Fellowship (as time allows)
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Koinonia Worship 5/9/2021 curated by Marie Wiebe, Valerie Showalter, and the Next Phase Working Group.
Sources used:
Call to Worship - Voices Together #866
Sculpture Attribution: Beloved by Linda Crossman, 2000
Bible reading from the Inclusive Bible

Announcements:
*The Next Phase Working Group invites
you to share reflections from today’s
service (and additional feedback) on the
survey emailed today (5/9). Please
complete the survey no later than May 20.
Thanks!
*Next Sunday in All-Church Worship, we
will be celebrating the dedication of six
MMC children and babies! We look
forward to welcoming the little ones
among us and supporting their families in
this way.

This Week’s Calendar:
Mon., May 10 - Women’s Group 7pm
Tues., May 11 - WPC + Song Leader
meeting, 7pm
Wed., May 12 - WPC, 6:30pm
M&M, 7pm
Care Call, 8:15-9pm
Thurs., May 13 - NPWG, 6:30pm
Boggle Group, 7pm
Sun., May 16 - All-Church Adult CE 4pm,
Worship 5pm, and Fellowship Time

For links to these virtual gatherings, please see
the weekly e-calendar. To add an event, please
email Deni@Madison-Mennonite.org.
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